
General information about postgraduate medical training 
in Austria 

 
 
 
 
 
• Teaching institutions: 
 

Training in general medical practice is undergone in the following approved  
health establishments/structures: hospitals, clinics (including university clinics), 
general medical (teaching) practices (as well as medical specialist practice), or in 
centres where primary medical care is provided. 

 
Specialist training is, accordingly, undergone in the following health 
establishments/structures: hospitals (in-patient and out-patient departments), 
clinics (including university clinics), specialist (teaching) practices, which have 
been approved for the given speciality. 

 
• Training certificates certify content and duration of completed stages of 

postgraduate training „Rasterzeugnisse“ 
 
• Minimum duration of postgraduate training  

general practitioner 3 years 
 all specialties  6 years 
 

• Final qualifying examination in general medical practice after 30 months of 
training 

 
• Specialist examination after 58 months of training (in all specialties), from 

1.1.2002 on 
 
• Issuing authority Austrian Medical Chamber:    

Diplom “Arzt für Allgemeinmedizin“, “Facharztdiplom“ 
  
• Issuing authority Medical faculty of the universities (Vienna, Graz, Innsbruck): 

Diploma certifying primary medical qualification, i.e. completion of medical 
studies: „Promotion zum Doktor der gesamten Heilkunde“ - Promotionsurkunde 
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AUSTRIAN MEDICAL TRAINING REGULATIONS 
Federal Law 152/1994, issued by the Federal Ministry of Health 

 
General practitioner 

 
“Arzt für Allgemeinmedizin“ 

(former denomination: “Praktischer Arzt“, until Dec. 1999) 
 
 
 
 
minimum training duration 36 months  
 
general medical practice 6 months min. (teaching practice) 
surgery   4 months min. optional: 2 months surgery 

    2 months trauma surgery 
gynaecology obstetrics 4 months min. 
oto-rhino-laryngology 2 months min. 
dermatology    2 months 
(including genito-urinary medicine=venereolgy) 
general (intern.) medicine 12 months min.  or 9 months general medicine + 

optional 3 months in: 
anaesthetics-intensive care  

  occupational medicine 
  ophthalmology 
  respiratory medicine 
  clinical radiology 
  chemical pathology 
  orthopaedic surgery 
  physical and rehabilitative medicine 
  urology  
 

paediatrics    4 months min. 
neurology   2 months min. optional: psychiatry 2 months min. 
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All Austrian recognised specialties: “Facharzt für..........“ 
 
 
1. Anaesthetics (Anästhesie und Intensivmedizin) 
2. Anatomy (Anatomie) 
20. Chemical pathology (Medizinische und Chemische Labordiagnostik 
39. Clinical oncology - radiotherapy (Strahlentherapie-Radioonkologie) 
32. Clinical pharmacology and therapeutics (Pharmakologie und Toxikologie) 
22. Clinical-diagnostic radiology (Medizinische Radiologie-Diagnostik) 
44. Dentistry (Zahn-, Mund- und Kieferheilkunde) 
10. Dermato-venereology (Haut- und Geschlechts-Krankheiten) 
21. Exercise physiology (Medizinische Leistungsphysiologie) 
8. Forensic medicine (Gerichtsmedizin) 
14. General (internal) medicine (Innere Medizin) 
6. General surgery (Chirurgie) 
11. Histology-embryology (Histologie - Embryologie) 
13. Immunology (Immunologie) 
18. Medical biology (Medizinische Biologie) 
19. Medical biophysics (Medizinische Biophysik) 
12. Medical microbiology and virology (Hygiene und Mikrobiologie) 
24. Neurobiology (Neurobiologie) 
25. Neurological surgery (Neurochirurgie) 
26. Neurology (Neurology) 
27. Neuropathology (Neuropathologie) 
28. Nuclear medicine (Nuklearmedizin) 
7. Obstetrics and Gynaecology (Frauenheilkunde und Geburtshilfe) 
3. Occupational medicine (Arbeits- und Betriebsmedizin) 
4. Ophthalmology (Augenheilkunde und Optometrie) 
23. Oral and maxillo-facial surgery (Mund-, Kiefer- und Gesichtschirurgie) 
29. Orthopaedics and orthopaedic surgery (Orthopädie und orthopädische  

Chirurgie) 
9. Oto-rhino-laryngology (Hals-, Nasen-,Ohrenkrankheiten) = ENT 
15. Paediatric surgery (Kinderchirurgie) 
16. Paediatrics (Kinder- und Jugendheilkunde) 
30. Pathological Anatomy (Pathologie) 
31. Pathological physiology (Pathophysiologie) 
33. Physical and rehabilitative medicine (Physikalische Medizin) 
34. Physiology (Physiologie) 
35. Plastic Surgery (Plastische Chirurgie) 
36. Psychiatry (Psychiatrie) 
37. Public health / community medicine (Sozialmedizin) 
17. Respiratory medicine (Lungenkrankheiten) 
5. Serology and transfusion medicine (Blutgruppenphysiologie  

Transfusionsmedizin) 
38. Specific prophylaxis and tropical hygiene (Spezifische Prophylaxe und 

Tropenhygiene) 
41. Traumasurgery (Unfallchirurgie) 
40. Tumorbiology (Tumorbiologie) 
42. Urology (Urologie) 
43. Virology (Virologie) 
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Subspecialisations - “Zusatzfach“ 
and basic specialist qualification (see reference above) 
 
 
Angiology (Angiologie)  14, 10  
Endocrinology and metabolic diseases (Endokrinologie u. Stoffwechsel- 
           Erkrankungen)  14 
Cardiology (Kardiologie)  14  
Child- and adolescent neuropsychiatry (Kinder- und Jugend-Neuropsychiatrie)  

    16,26,36 
Clinical pharmacology (Klinische Pharmakologie)  1,14, 26, 32, 36  
Conservative sports medicine (Internistische Sportheilkunde)  14  
Cytodiagnostics (Zytodiagnostik)  7, 17, 20, 30  
Gastroenterology and hepatology  (Gastroenterologie und Hepatologie)  14 
Heart surgery (Herzchirurgie)  6  
Hemato-oncology (Hämato-Onkologie)  14  
Human genetics (Humangenetik)  7, 10, 11, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 26, 30, 36 
Intensive care medicine (Intensivmedizin)  6, 14, 16, 17, 25, 26, 35, 36 
Nephrology (Nephrologie)  14  
Nuclear medicine (Nuklearmedizin)  14,22  
Phoniatrics (Phoniatrie)  9  
Rehabilitative sports medicine (Physikalische Sportheilkunde)  33  
Rheumatology (Rheumatologie)  14, 29, 33 
Sports orthopaedics (Sporthorthopädie)  29 
Sports traumatology (Sporttraumatologie)  6, 41 
Thoracic surgery (Thoraxchirurgie)  6 
Tropical medicine (Tropenmedizin)  12,14, 20 
Vascular surgery (Gefäßchirurgie)  6 
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Anaesthesiology and intensive care  
 

Facharzt für Anästhesiologie und Intensivmedizin (1) 
 
 

definition of the area of competence 
General and local anesthesia including postoperative care, maintenance of vital functions 
during operative interventions, resuscitation and intensive care in cooperation with other 
specialists.  
 

minimum duration of training 
1. Main course of specialisation: five years  
2. compulsory complementary training: 6 months general medicine 
     6 months surgery - 3 months are credited in:  

     in trauma surgery, heart surgery or thoracic surgery 
 

3. Optional complementary training: none  
 

    subspecialisation in clinical pharmacology 
 

minimum training duration: 18 months in the fields of pharmacology and clinical  
     pharmacology 

 
 
 

AUSTRIAN MEDICAL TRAINING REGULATIONS 
Federal Law 152/1994, issued by the Federal Ministry of Health 
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General (internal) medicine 
 

Facharzt für Innere Medizin (14) 
 

definition of the area of competence 
Prevention, diagnosis and non-surgical management of diseases of the respiratory 
organs, the heart and of the cardiovascular system, the digestive organs, the kidney, the 
urinary tract, the blood, the hematogenic organs, the metabolism and of internal 
secretion, of all allergic diseases, of the locomotor system, infectious diseases and 
intoxications including intensive care, prophylaxis and rehabilitation.  
minimum duration of training 
1. Main course of specialisation: five years  
2. Compulsory complementary training: none  
3. Optional complementary training: 12 months in one or different specialties (1-43), 
      minimum duration three months 

 
subspecialisation in: angiology, minimum training duration:  36 months 
    endocrinology and metabolic diseases, 

minimum training duration:    36 months 
    gastroenterology and hepatology 

minimum training duration:    36 months 
    hemato-oncology, min. training duration: 36 months 
    human genetics, minimum training duration: 36 months 
    -24 months in human genetics 
    -12 months in one or different specialties, min. 3 months: 
    dermatology, paediatrics, neurology or psychiatry   
   intensive care, minimum training duration: 36 months 
    conservative sports medicine, 

minimum training duration:    36 months 
cardiology, minimum training duration:  36 months 
clinical pharmacology, 
minimum training duration:    36 months 
nephrology, minimum training duration: 36 months 
    -12 months max. in nephrology 
    -6 months max. in urology 
    are credited 
nuclear medicine, minimum training duration: 36 months 
rheumatology, minimum training duration: 36 months 
    -27 months in rheumatology 
    -3 months in othopaedics 
    -3 months in rehabilitative med. 
    -3 months in clinical radiology 
tropical medicine, minimum training duration: 36 months 

(a theoretical university course of not 
more than 3 months is credited)  

 
 

AUSTRIAN MEDICAL TRAINING REGULATIONS 
Federal Law 152/1994, issued by the Federal Ministry of Health 
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Surgery  
 

Facharzt für Chirurgie (6) 
 
 

definition of the area of competence 
Diagnosis and operative management of surgical diseases, injuries and malformations, 
as well as the necessary preliminary examinations and conservative care.  
minimum duration of training 
1. Main course of specialisation: four years 
2. compulsory complementary training: 6 months in general medicine ,- optional 3 

months:  
    chemical pathology resp. immunology  
     6 months in trauma surgery       

    6 months in pathology 
    or 6 months in forensic medicine 
    or 6 months anatomy 
   
  3 months in anaesthetics and intensive care  

optional complementary training: 3 months in of the specialties: 15, 23, 25, 35, 41 
 
subspecialisation in: vascular surgery, minimum training duration: 36 months 
    heart surgery, minimum training duration: 36 months 
    intensive care, minimum training duration: 36 months 
    sports traumatology, min. training duration: 36 months 
    thoracic surgery, minimum training duration: 36 months 
 
 
 
  

AUSTRIAN MEDICAL TRAINING REGULATIONS 
Federal Law 152/1994, issued by the Federal Ministry of Health 
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Neurosurgery  
 

Facharzt für Neurochirurgie (25) 
 
 

definition of the area of competence 
Diagnosis and operative management of diseases, injuries and malformations of the 
central nervous system, in particular of the cranium, the spinal column, of the peripheral 
and of the vegetative nervous system, as well as all preliminary examinations, 
conservative therapeutic techniques, as well as follow-up care.   
minimum duration of training 
1. Main course of specialisation: five years 

 
2. compulsory complementary training: 6 months in general surgery 
      creditable periods: 
      3 months in orthopaedics  
       3 months in plastic surgery     

      3 months in vascular surgery 
      3 months in trauma surgery  
 
      6 months in neurology 
      creditable:3 months in neuropathology  
 

3. optional complementary training: none 
 

subspecialistion in: intensive care, minimum training duration: 36 months 
 
 
 

AUSTRIAN MEDICAL TRAINING REGULATIONS 
Federal Law 152/1994, issued by the Federal Ministry of Health 
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Neurology  
 

Facharzt für Neurologie (26) 
 

 
definition of the area of competence  
Diagnosis, non-surgical management, prevention and rehabilitation in patients suffering 
from disorders of the central, peripheral and vegetative nervous system including the 
muscular apparatus. 
minimum duration of training 
1. Main course of specialisation: four years  
2. compulsory complementary training: 12 months in general medicine 

 (3 months max. in respiratory medicine, neuorsurgery 
and in psychiatry are creditable)  

   12 months in psychiatry 
      3.  Optional complementary training: none 
 
subspecialisation in:  human genetics, min. training duration: 36 months 
    -24 months in human genetics 
    -12 months in one or different specialties, min. 3 months: 
    dermatology, paediatrics, neurology or psychiatry   
   intensive care, minimum training duration: 36 months 
   child and adolescent neuropsychiatry 36 months 
   - min. 24 months in  child and adolescent neuropsychiatry 
   - 12 months in neurology, or in psychiatry 
   clincial pharmacology, min. training duration: 

- min. 18 months in pharmacology 
- min. 18 months in clinical pharmacology 

 
 
 
 

AUSTRIAN MEDICAL TRAINING REGULATIONS 
Federal Law 152/1994, issued by the Federal Ministry of Health 
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Paediatrics 
 

Facharzt für Kinder- und Jugendheilkunde (16) 
 
 

definition of the area of competence 
Diagnosis and management of all physical and psychical illnesses, prevention, 
vaccinations, pediatric intensive care, rehabilitation and care of children and adolescents.  
minimum duration of training 
1. main course of specialisation: four years  
2. compulsory complementary training: 2 months in ENT 

    2 months in dermatology/venereology 
    2 months in surgery 
    2 months in gynecology and obstetrics 
    2 months in orthopedics and orthopedic surgery 
    2 months in general medicine 

      3.   optional complementary training: 6 months in one or two of the specialties 1-43, 
min. duration 3 months   

 
 
subspecialisation in:  human genetics, min. training duration: 36 months 
    -24 months in human genetics 
    -12 months in one or different specialties, min. 3 months: 
    dermatology, paediatrics, neurology or psychiatry   
   intensive care, minimum training duration: 36 months 
   child and adolescent neuropsychiatry 36 months 
   - min. 12 months in  child and adolescent neuropsychiatry 
   - 12 months in neurology, or in psychiatry 

 
 
 
 

AUSTRIAN MEDICAL TRAINING REGULATIONS 
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Plastic surgery  
 

Facharzt für plastische Chirurgie (35) 
 
 
 

definition of the area of competence 
Surgical management of defects on the whole body, in particular of malformations, 
accident related lesions, tumour interventions, burns, as well as cosmetic surgical 
interventions, tissue transplantation with a focus on repairing the function. 
  
minimum duration of training 
1. main course of specialisation: four years 

 
 

2. compulsory complementary training: 3 months in either: anatomy,  
     pathological anatomy or pathophysiology  
  
       12 months in surgery 
        6 months in trauma surgery    

       3 months in general medicine 
 
   

3. optional complementary training: none 
 
 
subspecialisation in: intensive care, minimum training duration: 36 months 
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Psychiatry  

 
Facharzt für Psychiatrie (36) 

 

 

definition of the area of competence  
Diagnosis, non-surgical management, prevention and rehabilitation in patients suffering 
from psychic diseases or disorders, as well as psychic and social abnormalities of 
behaviour including expertises. 
minimum duration of training 
1. Main course of specialisation: four years  
2. compulsory complementary training: 12 months in general medicine 

 (3 months max. in respiratory medicine or in neurology 
are creditable)  

   12 months in neurology 
      3.  Optional complementary training: none 
 
subspecialisation in:  human genetics, min. training duration: 36 months 
    -24 months in human genetics 
    -12 months in one or different specialties, min. 3 months: 
    dermatology, paediatrics, neurology or psychiatry   
   intensive care, minimum training duration: 36 months 
   child and adolescent neuropsychiatry 36 months 
   - min. 24 months in  child and adolescent neuropsychiatry 
   - 12 months in neurology, or in psychiatry 
   clincial pharmacology, min. training duration: 

- min. 18 months in pharmacology 
- min. 18 months in clinical pharmacology 

 
 
 

 
AUSTRIAN MEDICAL TRAINING REGULATIONS 

Federal Law 152/1994, issued by the Federal Ministry of Health 
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Respiratory medicine 
 

Facharzt für Lungenkrankheiten (17) 
 
 

definition of the area of competence  
Diagnosis, management, prevention and rehabilitation in patients suffering from 
pneumopathies and from diseases of the bronchial system. 
 
minimum duration of training 
1. Main course of specialisation: four years   
      creditable period of 6 months in  
      clinical/diagnostic radiology 
 

      2. compulsory complementary training:  
- 3 months in paediatrics  
- 21 months in general medicine 
     including 12 months in cardiology 

         (3 months max. are creditable in each: 
         respiratory medicine, neurology, psychiatry)  
    - 6 months in clinical / diagn. radiology 
      3.  Optional complementary training: none  
 
subspecialisation in: intensive care, minimum training duration: 36 months 
    cytodiagnostics, minimum training duration: 36 months 

- 24 months in cytodiagnostics 
- 12 months in pathology 
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Trauma Surgery 

 
Facharzt für Unfallchirurgie (41) 

 
 
 
 

A. Definition of the scope of competence: 
 
The speciality of Trauma Surgery includes diagnosing as well as conservative and surgical 
care of injuries and resulting conditions. 
 
B. minimum training duration: 
 
1. main course of specialisation of training: 3 years 
2. compulsory training contents: 
2.1 3 months in anaesthesiology and intensive care   
2.2 15 months in surgery, of which up to 3 months may be credited training periods in 

vascular surgery 
2.3 6 months in neurosurgery   
2.4 3 months in plastic surgery  
2.5 six months in orthopaedics and orthopaedic surgery  
2.6 three months in anatomy or three months in forensic medicine or threee months in 

pathology 
C. Content and extent of the knowledge and skills required: 
1. Knowledge in the field of trauma surgery, in particular in making diagnoses and  

differential diagnoses, anatomy, pathology, physiology, knowledge of instruments and 
asepsis  

2. clinical diagnosing of injuries, in particular of the cranium, the brain, and the spinal  
cord as well as injuries of the peripheral nerves, of vessels, injuries of the body cavities 
and of the parenchymal organs, clincial diagnosing of injuries of the skeleton and of the 
locomotor system, in particular or fractures and of luxations;  

3. Radiodiagnosing, diagnosing of X-rays during operations including simple  
angioprahpic procedures, radiation protection; 

4. Knowledge of other imaging techniques; 
5. Sonography;  
6. Resuscitation procedures such as intubation, intensive care, infusion therapy and 

parenteral feeding, blood transfusion including serology, artificial electrophrenic 
respiration and monitoring in intensive care; 

7. Conservative care such as reposition, treatment by positioning and by extension, general 
bandage techiques, surgical plasters; 

8. Relieving operations on the cranium and treatment of cerebral injuries as well as 
knowledge of treatment of vertebral injuries and of lesions of the spinal cord; 

9. Treatment of injuries of the nerves and of the vessels; 
10. Trauma surgical care of thoracic, abdominal and urogenital injuries; 
11. Surgical care of injuries of ligaments, muscles and joints including endoprosthetics and 

amputation, treatment of hand injuries; 
12. Knowledge of reconstruction techniques; 
13. Arthroscopy and arthroscopic interventions;    
14. Surgical stabilisation of fractures and of osteosyntheses;  
15. Sports traumatology; 
 
16. Corrective interventions in soft tissue and on bones (osteotomies) after posttraumatic 

alterations; 
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17. Surgical care including medication after posttraumatic and postoperative infections; 
18. Knowledge of physiotherapeutic measures and rehabilitation, as well as of  prevention;   
19. Psychosomatic medicine;   
20. Knowledge of environment and work related diseases; 
21. Knowledge of geriatrics;  
22. Communication with patients including information on the preparation, indication, 

implementation and the risks related to examinations and interventions; 
23. Documentation; 
24. Knowledge of legal provisions relevant to the exercise of the medical profession; 
25. Expert opinions;  
 
D. Content and extent of knowledge and skills required for supplementary specific training in 

the subscpecialty of sports traumatology, minimum duration: three years: 
 
1. Functional anatomy and biomechanics of the human locomotor system; 
2. Biomechanics of sports related lesions; 
3. Clinical diagnosing of acute anc of chronic injuries of the skeleton and of the locomotor 

system;  
4. Apparatus - assisted examination techniques in typical sports injuries; 
5. Surgical and conservative care of the most common injuries and lesions after sports 

traumata; 
6. First aid and acute diagnosing after sports traumata; 
7. Knowledge of prevention of sports related injuries and lesions, 
8. Knowledge of the medical aspects of sports training and of doping; 
9. Knowledge of the rehabilitation and physiotherapeutic measures; 
 
 
 
 

AUSTRIAN MEDICAL TRAINING REGULATIONS 
Federal Law 152/1994, issued by the Federal Ministry of Health 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 15


	General practitioner
	“Arzt für Allgemeinmedizin“
	
	definition of the area of competence
	minimum duration of training
	
	
	
	General (internal) medicine
	Surgery






	definition of the area of competence
	
	
	
	minimum duration of training




	definition of the area of competence
	
	
	
	minimum duration of training
	definition of the area of competence
	minimum duration of training
	
	Paediatrics


	minimum duration of training
	Plastic surgery





	definition of the area of competence
	
	
	
	minimum duration of training
	
	Psychiatry


	definition of the area of competence
	minimum duration of training
	definition of the area of competence
	minimum duration of training
	
	Trauma Surgery
	Facharzt für Unfallchirurgie \(41\)







